POSITION OF THE BOARD OF NURSING ON PERFORMANCE OF IV
THERAPY BY LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES

The Board of Nursing has responded to numerous inquiries regarding the role of the LPN related
to IV therapy. The following information should be of assistance in determining the extent of
involvement by LPNs in initiating, maintaining, monitoring and discontinuing 1V's in specific
practice settings.

It is not within the scope of practice of the LPN in Wisconsin to independently perform 1V
therapy. However, acts involving IV therapy may be delegated by the RN to the LPN and to
other nursing assistive personnel under section N6.03(3), Wis. Adm. Code. These acts include
starting peripheral IV lines, adding medication to the intravenous fluids, monitoring of
intravenous fluids which carry medication, and monitoring intravenous fluids for hydration
purposes. Since these acts are all within the scope of practice of the professional nurse, they may
be delegated by the RN to the LPN. There must be willingness on the part of the RN to delegate
and on the LPN to accept such delegated acts.

It is the opinion of the Practice Committee of the Board of Nursing that such delegated nursing
acts beyond basic nursing care require direct supervision. The Board of Nursing has interpreted
direct supervision, defined in section N6.02(6), Wis. Adm. Code, as necessitating on-site
supervision. Therefore, the RN supervising the LPN in the performance of IV therapy must be
physically present in the facility and immediately available.

While the Board of Nursing position statement on the performance of IV therapy by LPNs
includes monitoring of 1V fluids as an act requiring direct supervision, it is not the board's intent
that observation of IV infusions on controlled infusion pumps by the LPN requires direct
supervision. If the RN pre-programs the IV infusion on a controlled pump and performs the
client assessment, then the LPN may monitor the infusion under general supervision of the RN
and report any concerns or problems with the infusion to the RN. If there is a need for a
medication change, for additional medication, or for correction of a problem with the infusion,
then the LPN performing these procedures must do so under direct supervision. Monitoring by
LPN’s of IV infusions that are not pump-controlled does require direct supervision.

Furthermore, the LPN must be competent to perform the delegated acts associated with 1V
therapy. Competence is based upon appropriate education, training or experience. It is essential
that there be documentation of the education, training, or experience attesting to the competence
of the LPN to perform the delegated acts. In section N7.03(1)(g) Wis. Adm. Code, the Board of
Nursing cites as negligence, "offering or performing services as a licensed practical nurse or
registered nurse for which the licensee or registrant is not qualified by education, training or
experience."”

Revised 11-07-03
Board Reviewed/Approved 01-15-04



